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KIMBERLY KWAN

A Comparison of Fluids for Animal Glue Removal from Book Spines

INTRODUCTION

In book conservation, treatments involving repair of the
binding can require removal of spine linings and adhesives.
Removal of animal glue on book spines is often done by
delivering water to the adhesive through a poultice, swell-
ing and softening it enough so that it can be scraped away
with a spatula. Possible additives in the adhesive, its proximity
to covering materials like leather, and environmental condi-
tions may encourage cross-linking in the adhesive over time,
making it difficult to remove with conventional poultices like
wheat starch paste or methyl cellulose. Even when it is pos-
sible to swell the adhesive, the combination of introducing
moisture and the mechanical action required for removing
the adhesive can cause fiber damage to the spine folds or
create tide lines in the gutter of the text block.

Recent experimentations with new materials and tech-
niques for cleaning have expanded treatment options in flat
paper conservation, but their application to book spines has
not been systematically tested. The multiple layers of paper
and three-dimensionality of a book spine present challenges
in adhesive removal that are not as prevalent in flat paper
treatments, and solutions applicable for flat paper may not
always be as successful for bound objects. Challenging spine
adhesive removal treatments would benefit from an explora-
tion of options presented by new and traditional methods and
materials.

As there could be too many potential combinations of
fluids and delivery methods to test, the project was divided
into two parts: testing of fluids used for solubilizing adhesive
on flat samples, and testing of delivery methods (e.g., gels) to
apply the fluid to bound samples. Fluids and delivery meth-
ods to be tested were narrowed down based on affordability
and ease of use, with a few novel materials added. This article
focuses on identifying fluids that solubilize animal glue.
Potential delivery methods will be tested in the future.

This article includes a review of the tests and results.
For example, some techniques resulted in a more liquefied
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adhesive, whereas others softened the adhesive to a more
granular consistency, affecting the ease of mechanical remov-
al and risk of penetration into the substrate. Some treatment
circumstances may allow a one-step approach, whereas others
may require utilization of multiple techniques for the remov-
al of thick or final layers of adhesive and to prevent depositing
new undesirable residues. Although there will be variabilities
in actual treatments and no single method is appropriate for
all circumstances, experimental results can help the conser-
vator predict reactions and select an appropriate treatment
based on the object’s tolerance to moisture, heat, mechanical
manipulation, and chemical reactivity.

RESOLUBILITY OF ANIMAL GLUE

In general, animal glue without additives swells readily in
cold water even after prolonged aging. On its own, animal
glue can be solubilized by warm water or steam above 40°C
(Cannon 2015). However, it has been common historically
to adjust glue recipes with additives like glycerin and honey,
as well as other sugars, alcohols, polysaccharides, and salts,
to improve adhesive strength, elasticity, wettability, or work-
ing time. Modification of the animal glue with such additives
can affect the resolubility of the adhesive. In her own experi-
ence, the author has observed difficulties with spine adhesive
removal on occasions where the text block spine was in direct
contact with the leather cover, particularly with rebacked
books where the reback leather has become red rotted. It is
possible that exposure of the adhesive to tannins in the leather
may have been a factor in its resistance to water. Schellmann
(2007, 63) notes that “resolubility of animal glues may be
reduced in cases where the protein has come into contact
with metal ions (e.g., metal foils, tools, pigments), or with
certain organic pigments and tannins, either before, during,
or even after their application,” and that the lower the original
concentration of the glue, the less it becomes resoluble.

The environmental conditions to which animal glue is
exposed may also reduce solubility. After application, high
internal stress and tensile forces develop in the glue matrix as
it dries but relax over time under moderate relative humidity
conditions. However, fluctuating environmental conditions
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subject the glue matrix to further strains that can permanently
impact the glue’s stiffness and brittleness (Schellmann 2007,
62). Yannas and Tobolsky (1967) observed reduced solubility
in gelatin after extended exposure to high temperatures and
under vacuum. Gelatin also became partially insoluble over
time under vacuum, even at temperatures as low as 25°C.
They concluded that cross-linking in gelatin was a direct con-
sequence of dehydration below a critical trace level (0.1-0.3 g
water/100 g gelatin) rather than through pyrolytic decompo-
sition at temperatures above 65°C.

EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN OF FLUID TESTS

Although the primary interest of this project is to identify
successful techniques for animal glue removal from book
spines, a decision was made to test the efficacy of selected
fluids on animal glue solubility using flat paper samples.
Conducting fluid tests on flat paper samples will reduce
variables caused by three-dimensional surfaces such as
the surface contact of a fluid with the adhesive, ease of
mechanical removal, and vertical/lateral migration of a
fluid into the substrate. Flat paper samples are also faster,
easier, and cheaper to make than bound samples, and thus
more flat samples can be tested within a limited time frame
and budget. As such, using flat samples for the fluid tests
will more efficiently pinpoint effective fluids for improv-
ing animal glue solubility. Using the more successful fluids
from the fluid tests, different delivery methods can then be
tested on the spine of bound paper samples to consider how
they perform on three-dimensional surfaces.

Testing of different fluids was divided into two sections:
studying the effect of selected fluids on the adhesive con-
sistency over an extended period of time, and studying the
influence of selected fluids on the ease of adhesive removal
over different intervals of time. For both tests, five aqueous
fluids were selected: deionized (DI) water, water adjusted
with sodium chloride (NaCl) to boost conductivity, 3% w/v
urea, 3% w/v citric acid, and a trypsin solution (see recipes in
appendix 2). To test multiple fluids while controlling vari-
ables, low acyl gellan gum was selected as the only delivery
method for the fluids. Both tests were conducted on samples
of flat paper with artificially aged applications of animal glue.

Questions posed at the beginning of this research include:

* What can be used to improve solubility or swelling of the
animal glue?

* Is there a way to reduce mechanical action during the ad-
hesive removal?

* What are potential negative effects of the techniques used
(e.g., mechanical damage, discoloration over time, impact
on future treatments)?

* If the technique requires a clearing step, is there an ad-
equate one?
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Sample Preparation

Paper

The substrate for this experiment was chosen to repre-
sent the type of text block paper used in the 17th century.
St Armand Old Master Papers in Frobisher (white) #57, a
linen and cotton handmade laid paper, “reminiscent of the
papers from the 17th century” (Talas 2020) was selected.
The paper weight varies around approximately 90 g/m?, an
appropriate weight for text block use, and comes in sheets
of 46 X 60.5 cm. The paper is semitextured and absorbent,
making the paper challenging to work with for animal glue
removal.

Animal Glue

Ground hide glue obtained from Talas was used in this
experiment. The Talas catalog lists the Bloom strength of
the adhesive at 222 g. The concentration of the glue was
prepared as suggested by Talas, with 1 part glue to 10 parts
water left to sit for half an hour. The glue was then heated
on a hot plate until it reached a thick consistency. The
temperature of the adhesive was monitored throughout
preparation. It is often not recommended to allow animal
glue to be heated beyond 60°C, as this can cause protein
denaturation in the adhesive. In this circumstance, the
animal glue was allowed to reach temperatures of 90°C to
encourage the cross-linking that made animal glue remov-
al on book spines difficult, with the additional reasoning
that traditional bookbinders would likely have been less
stringent in preparing their adhesives and may have likely
let them overheat.

Sample Construction

Each sample was a piece of paper 5 cm square with a heavy
layer of adhesive 2 cm square in the center. To prepare the
flat samples, a polyester film template the same size as one
full sheet of sample paper was made with a 2 cm? cutout per
5 cm? The template was then laid on top of a full sheet of
the sample paper. A paint roller was dipped into the glue and
rolled over the template to thickly coat the cutout area on the
paper twice. After the sample sheets were dry, they were cut
into 5 cm? squares. Samples underwent accelerated aging at
the Library of Congress at conditions of 80°C and 65%RH
for two weeks, with 10 of the flat samples retained and left
unaged.

The conditions for accelerated aging were selected based
on specifications used by Warda et al. (2007) and Van Dyke
(2004)." After aging, the adhesive on the samples became
noticeably harder, more brittle, and darker in color (fig. 1).
Five-minute spot tests using droplets of water on samples
before and after aging showed that adhesive on unaged sam-

ples quickly swelled, whereas that of aged samples remained
hard.
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Fig. 1. Flat samples after accelerated aging.

Selected Fluids to Test
Appendix 1 presents suppliers and cost comparisons of select-
ed fluids. All fluids have been made with DI water.

DI Water

In many cases, animal glue can be swelled with water and
then mechanically removed. Environmental conditions or
additives in the glue recipe can cause the adhesive to become
less water soluble over time, making water insufficient for
softening the adhesive.

NaCl-Adjusted Water

A solution with conductivity around 2.6 mS/cm? was tested.
Tse (2001) notes that the addition of salt enhances the ben-
efits of washing, as the higher ionic strength and conductivity
of saline water allows it to draw out higher amounts of free
acids from the substrate. Magee (2019) found success soften-
ing adhesive that was a mixture of animal protein and starch
by raising the conductivity of water used in her recipe for
high acyl gellan gum. She added NaCl to DI water, boosting
the conductivity of the water up to 2 mS/cm?.

Urea

A 3% w/v solution was tested. Hal Erickson (email to the
author, November 22, 2018) first brought the use of urea as
a small molecule surfactant for animal glue to the attention
of the author. Structurally, urea molecules are very similar
to protein R-groups, and following the concept of “like dis-
solves like,” Erickson suggested that urea’s wedge-shaped
structure was optimal for opening up the surface area of
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Fig. 2. Wedge-like structure of urea.

protein-based adhesives to water (fig. 2). Historically, urea
has been added to animal glue to extend its open time or to
make liquid glue at room temperature. Urea has also been
commonly used to assess the stability of protein through
chemical denaturation, and its ability to promote protein
unfolding can be direct, by binding to the protein, or indi-
rect, by altering the solvent environment (Bennion and
Daggett 2003, 5142). Erickson (pers. comm., November 26,
2019) suggested applying a solution of 0.5 mol urea directly
to the adhesive to improve swelling. Yasmeen Khan (pers.
comm., January 28, 2019) also suggested applying a 2%-3%
urea solution by brush to the adhesive for animal glue
removal, but noted that urea is a hardener for animal glue
and can make the adhesive layer more difficult to remove
if it has been humidified with urea and allowed to dry. As
the wedge-shaped structure of urea may also be capable of
opening up the cellulose structure to atmospheric pollutants
and oxidative-reductive reactions, Erickson recommended
clearing urea after it comes into contact with the substrate,
or to switch to another fluid as the adhesive layer becomes
increasingly reduced.

Citric Acid

A 3% w/v solution was tested. Citric acid may help with the
cleaning process as a chelating agent, binding calcium and
metal ions. Besides urea, Khan (email to the author, January
28, 2019) also recommended using citric acid in low concen-
trations (approximately 3%) to open up the surface of hard,
smooth animal glues, pointing out that although urea acted as
a hardener for animal glue, the same issue was not found with
citric acid. She suggested brushing a solution of either urea
or citric acid onto the adhesive, which then breaks down into
granules that can then be mechanically removed. As citric
acid is acidic, she recommended against letting the solution
come into contact with the text block substrate, switching to
water when most of the adhesive has been reduced or clearing
after use. Chris Stavroudis’s Modular Cleaning Program has
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drawn recent interest in the use of citric acid and citrates for
paper cleaning, which will likely produce further research on
how to clear or neutralize these fluids after use.

Trypsin

Crystal Maitland notes that “since animal glues are not fully
soluble (only swellable) unless enzymatically digested, no
water-based system (even one with capillary pull like a gellan
gum) is going to be able to fully remove the residues” (email
to the author, July 23, 2019). Although enzyme use in clean-
ing and adhesive removal has been well documented for its
efficacy, concerns about expense, ease of preparation and use,
and negative impact of residues have often dissuaded conser-
vators against its use. Clearing would be required after the use
of enzymes. Although enzymes are often considered expen-
sive, trypsin, a digestive endopeptidase commonly extracted
from the bovine and porcine pancreas, was found to be sur-
prisingly comparable in cost to other poultice materials and
fluid solutions. Trypsin prefers to cleave adjacent to proton-
ated lysine and arginine sites and can require high amounts
of Ca*? (approximately 0.02M) to retain activity (Erickson
2018). As specified by Sigma Aldrich, trypsin T0303 (lot
#SLBX8983) contained 15,156 units/mg. A solution with a
concentration of 400-500 activity units/mL, as recommended
for use in gels by Van Dyke (2004), was tested.

Addition of Heat

When animal glue does not swell readily in room temperature
water, the addition of heat can often increase its solubility,
applied in the form of steam, heating pads, or through heated
rigid gels. However, application of heat may be undesirable
on parchment text blocks, where it may denature the parch-
ment. On degraded paper text blocks, heat may also cause the
substrate to absorb humidification unevenly or too rapidly,
causing potential tide lines, or in conjunction with mechani-
cal action cause fiber disruption.

Other Fluids Considered but Not Included in the
Experiment

The addition of alcohol (often ethanol or isopropanol) has
sometimes been suggested when working with animal glues
that do not swell readily in water (Munn 1989). Saliva, which
contains amylase and protease as two of the primary active
ingredients, is also sometimes suggested where alternate
fluids are unsuccessful for adhesive removal. Quandt (1991)
describes using saliva with swabs to remove residual adhesive
from a parchment text block spine. These fluids were not
selected for the experiment due to the difficulty of incorpo-
rating them into various delivery methods.

Delivery Method of Fluid
Gellan gum was selected as the delivery method for the testing
of the fluids due to its compatibility with all five of the fluids
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selected, as well as for its ease of preparation and removal.
As gellan gum leaves minimal residue when removed, the
characteristics of the animal glue in reaction to the fluid
can be observed clearly. A 2% w/v gel was selected, as lower
concentrations can be too wet for the substrate, whereas
higher concentration gels may be too dry to properly swell
the adhesive, and can restrict delivery of fluids with larger
molecules such as enzymes. Gellan gum with a thickness of
approximately 3 mm was prepared with each of the five fluids
selected, and cut into 2.5-cm?squares. Recipes for gellan gum
prepared with each fluid are presented in appendix 2.

Although the delivery method may influence the efficacy
of the fluid, consideration of optimal delivery methods will
be conducted in the next phase of experimentation.

TEST 1: FLUID EFFECT ON ADHESIVE
CONSISTENCY

Goal

This part of the experiment aimed to observe the reaction of
animal glue to each of the tested fluids over the duration of
an hour.

Experiment

(1) Preparation of test samples and fluids in gellan gum
have been previously described in section 3 (also see
appendix 2).

(2) For each sample, a fluid-impregnated piece of gellan gum
was placed on top of the animal glue area on flat paper sam-
ples. A piece of polyester film and a small acrylic slab were
placed on top of the gel. The gel was pressed lightly with
fingers to ensure contact with the animal glue was being
made and remained in place for an hour. At intervals of 2, 5,
10, 15, 20, 30, and 45 minutes and at the end of the hour, the
gel was lifted off at one corner to check the consistency of
the animal glue visually and by touch with a microspatula.

(3) The introduction of heat was also tested for most fluids.
Trypsin was tested only at room temperature (RT), as en-
zymatic response is not optimum at temperatures around
60°C. Heated samples (HT) utilized an 11-cm? gel bead
heating pad, heated in the microwave until it reached 60°C
and placed on top of the gel in lieu of the acrylic slab. Ev-
ery 15 minutes, the heating pad was reheated to maintain
its temperature.

(4) This experiment was repeated on two samples for each of
the fluid and heat combinations to confirm observations.
Although a continuum, the phases of adhesive consistency
were identified and described.

Observations
Test 1 demonstrated that the fluids aftected the consistency
of animal glue adhesive in different but predictable ways.
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The duration of contact and increased temperature were sig-
nificant variables. As moisture was introduced, the adhesive
moved from a solid to viscous liquid state. While passing
through phases resembling those related to rheology and
glass transitions, existing terminology is not specific to situa-
tions with increased moisture content. As such, terminology
specific to this experiment was devised (fig. 3). Each phase
presented risks and benefits to adhesive removal. For example,
some fluids resulted in pliable softened phases that were not
liquid, suggesting that removal may be possible with reduced
risks of tide lines for those fluids. Others rapidly moved to
a liquid phase that appeared easy to remove with minimal
pressure, suggesting that less fiber damage may result. Not all
experiments went through all phases of adhesive consistency
change (fig. 4).

DI Water, RT

The surface of the adhesive began swelling at 10 minutes,
with a granular consistency forming. At 15 minutes, the
animal glue appeared mostly swelled. At 20 minutes and
onward, the adhesive appeared swelled throughout. Paper
fibers in contact with the gel appeared damp and swelled but
without a harsh wet-dry interface forming. After one hour,
the gel was slightly discolored, but no visible reduction in the
adhesive layer was observed. The consistency of the adhesive
remained granular throughout the hour.

DI Water, HT

The surface of the adhesive began swelling at 2 minutes. At
5 minutes, the adhesive appeared mostly swelled. At 10 min-
utes, some parts of the adhesive began to lose their granular
consistency. The adhesive became slippery and could be
pushed around with a microspatula at 15 minutes, and started
spreading laterally at 20 minutes. At 25 minutes and onward,
the adhesive continued to spread laterally, gaining a slightly
gloppy consistency. The substrate became visibly damp and
swelled, with noticeable lateral migration of water from the
gel into the substrate at the end of the hour, but with no hard
wet/dry interface formed. After an hour, the gel was more dis-
colored in comparison to the one used at room temperature.
There was no significantly visible reduction in the adhesive.

NaCl-Adjusted Water, RT

The surface of the adhesive began swelling at 5 minutes, and
appeared swelled throughout by 20 minutes, with a granular
consistency. By 30 minutes, the adhesive could be pushed
into easily when prodded with a microspatula. The adhesive
began to look less granular in consistency around 45 min-
utes. Where the gel was in contact with the substrate, paper
fibers were damp and swollen, but there was no formation of
a harsh wet-dry interface. There was no significantly visible
reduction in the adhesive.
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NaCl-Adjusted Water, HT

After 1 minute, the surface layer of the adhesive began
swelling, and appeared swelled throughout by 5 minutes,
being easily pushed into with a microspatula. It had a par-
tially granular consistency. Around 10 minutes, the adhesive
lost its granular consistency, becoming tacky. The adhesive
began spreading laterally around 15 minutes. At 30-45 min-
utes, spreading of moisture beyond the edges of the gel was
observed, although no sharp wet-dry interface was observed.
The adhesive started to become gloppy at 45 minutes. After
one hour, some amounts of adhesive clung to the gel as it
was removed, and the gel was very discolored. After drying,
a faint tide line was observed, indicating that some adhesive
had solubilized and sunk into paper fibers.

3% w/v Urea, RT

At 5 minutes, the adhesive was mostly swelled, with a granu-
lar consistency. At 10 minutes, the adhesive appeared swelled
throughout, beginning to lose its granular consistency. At 15
minutes, it gained a slightly more slippery consistency and
moved casily when prodded with a microspatula. At 25 min-
utes, there was visible swelling and humidification of paper
fibers where the substrate was in contact with the gel, but
no hard wet-dry interface. When the gel was removed, it was
only minimally discolored. There was no significantly visible
reduction in the adhesive. Although the adhesive became less
granular in appearance throughout the hour, it did not fully
lose its granular consistency.

3% w/v Urea, HT

The adhesive surface layer began swelling after 1 minute,
and appeared almost swelled throughout by 5 minutes, with
a partially granular consistency. At 10 minutes, the adhesive
appeared swelled throughout. The substrate area in contact
with the gel was also visibly swelled and humidified, but
without a harsh wet-dry interface. The adhesive began losing
its partially granular consistency after 15 minutes, moving
easily when prodded with a microspatula and gaining a tacky
quality. At 30 minutes and onward, the adhesive became
increasingly slippery in consistency. There was visible lateral
migration of water beyond the gel area. The adhesive became
increasingly wet and gloppy around 45 minutes. After one
hour, some adhesive clung to the gel, which was slightly dis-
colored, when it was lifted.

3% w/v Citric Acid, RT

The gellan gum turned opaque and more brittle on addition
of the citric acid after heating—it behaved more like a sponge
than a gel, and on applying pressure, fluid could be pressed
out of the gel (fig. 5). At 1-2 minutes, the surface layer of the
adhesive began to soften. Where the gel was in contact with
the substrate, the paper was visibly swelled. At 10 minutes,
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Term and

Color Key fmage

Definition

Hard

The adhesive was considered “hard” if the adhesive felt solid or
glassy when touched with a microspatula. Complete penetration of
the adhesive layer was not possible. The adhesive remains a solid.

Swelled/
Granular

While the adhesive was considered “swelled” when the microspatula
could be inserted all the way to the bottom of the adhesive and no
part of the adhesive felt hard, the adhesive could continue to swell
further and change in consistency. The adhesive is considered “gran-
ular” when 1t is a brittle, rigid gel. When prodded with a microspatu-
la, the adhesive tends to break up into granules.

Partially
Granular

As the adhesive continues to swell, it can begin to lose its granular
consistency and become more rubbery. Adhesive fragments became
smooth or rounded, and bounced back when indented with a micro-
spatula. At this stage it is described as “partially granular.”

Sometimes, the adhesive becomes “tacky” or “slippery” with longer
exposure to a fluid. In both cases, the adhesive consistency becomes
more coherent and gains elasticity. When the adhesive is “tacky,” it
often appears sticky and clings to the microspatula when touched.
When the adhesive is “slippery,” it has more stringy and wet consis-
tency, feeling less sticky than when “tacky.”

As the adhesive becomes even more wet and loses coherence as a
gel, some parts become watery while other parts remain semi-solid.
The adhesive is described as “gloppy” at this stage, and smears easily
when pressed into the substrate.

Gloppy
When there are no more semi-solid components to the adhesive
and it takes on the consistency of a viscous liquid, it is considered
“runny7’

Runny

Fig. 3. Phases of adhesive consistency.
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60 min.

40 min.

20 min.

0 min.
DI Water DI Water  NaCl- NaCl-
with Heat  Adjusted  Adjusted

Water Water
with Heat
Runny Gloppy Tacky/Slippery

Fig. 4. Comparison of fluid effect on adhesive consistency.

the adhesive appeared mostly swelled but still with a granu-
lar consistency. At 15 minutes, the adhesive appeared swelled
throughout and lost its granular consistency, becoming tacky.
Liquid appeared to be pooling on the top of the gel. At 20
minutes, the adhesive continued to swell and remained tacky
when prodded with the microspatula. Lateral spreading of the
fluid on the paper increased. From 25 minutes onward, the
adhesive continued to swell and become more slippery and
could be easily slid around when prodded with a microspat-
ula. Lateral spreading of the fluid on the substrate continued.
By one hour, small areas of the adhesive clung to the gel when
it was removed, and the gel was quite discolored.

Fig. 5. Gellan gum made with DI water (left) vs. with 3% citric acid
(right).
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3% Urea 3% Urea 3% Citric 3% Citric ~ Trypsin
with Heat Acid Acid with
Heat
[ Partially Granular [l Granular [l Hard

3% w/v Citric Acid, HT

The adhesive began swelling at 1 minute and appeared mostly
swelled by 5 minutes, after which moisture began spreading
laterally on the substrate beyond the gel area. By 10 minutes,
the adhesive had swelled further and gained a tacky consis-
tency. It continued to swell, and at around 20 minutes, the
adhesive became gloppy in consistency, sliding around when
prodded with a microspatula. It began to become runny
around 45 minutes, spreading laterally. When the gel was
removed after one hour, the adhesive clung to the gel in sev-
eral areas. The gel was noticeably discolored, and residual
adhesive on the substrate was a viscous liquid (fig. 6). A harsh
wet-dry interface was noticeable and dried into a tide line.

Trypsin Solution, RT

Results between samples were inconsistent—some samples
showed minimal adhesive reduction, and some samples
showed significant adhesive reduction after one hour.
Trypsin may not have been distributed evenly when the
gellan gum was cast, as the gel was beginning to set when
it reached appropriate temperatures to add in the enzyme.
The following description is of the sample most noticeably
affected by the gel. The adhesive began swelling at 1 minute,
and appeared mostly swelled by 5 minutes, at which point it
had a granular consistency. By 15 minutes, the paper fibers
in contact with the gel area were noticeably swelled, and
it appeared that moisture had deeply penetrated into the
paper fibers. The adhesive continued to soften and gradu-
ally became less granular in consistency; by 45 minutes,
parts of the adhesive became gloppy and almost runny. After
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Fig. 6. Samples treated with citric acid at room temperature (top) vs.
with heat (bottom).

one hour, some adhesive remained on the paper, but a large
portion had been removed. Of all of the fluids tested, it
was most clear that the gel with trypsin had absorbed some
solubilized adhesive rather than simply having adhesive
cling onto the surface of the gel (fig. 7). After drying, there

Fig. 7. Gellan gum with trypsin with visible adhesive absorption.
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was a faint tide line where the gel had been placed on the
substrate, indicating that some adhesive had solubilized and
sunk into paper fibers (fig. 8).

TEST 2: FLUID EFFECT ON ADHESIVE REMOVAL

Goal

In the previous test, the changes in adhesive consistency sug-
gested that the difficulty of adhesive removal and risks such
as fiber disturbance and formation of tide lines may not be
linear or the same for all fluids. Building on that information,
this test attempts to discover what stage of adhesive consis-
tency was the easiest to remove and with the least risk for the
object for each fluid/heat combination.

Experiment

This experiment simulates removal of adhesive when mul-
tiple cycles of poultice are used. The initial heavy layer of
adhesive is often removed after the first poultice (P1), and
then a thinner, residual layer is removed in a second poultice
(P2). Durations of each poultice have been expressed here
in parentheses after the poultice abbreviation—for example,
P1 (5 min.) indicates a first poultice with a duration of 5
minutes:

(1) Preparation of test samples and gellan gum prepared with
each fluid have been previously described in section 3
(also see appendix 2).

(2) Various fluids were applied via gellan gum placed on top
of the animal glue area of flat paper samples. The fluid/
gum was left in place undisturbed for different durations
of time (5, 10, 15, 20, 30, and 45 minutes). Where noted,
heat was applied with an 11-cm? gel bead heating pad,
heated in the microwave until it reached 60°C and placed
on top of the gel. Where applicable, the heating pad was
reheated every 15 minutes to maintain its temperature.
At the designated time interval, adhesive removal was at-
tempted using a microspatula.

(3) The ease of removal after P1 was observed and rated on a
scale from 0 to 6, which indicates how much adhesive was
removed, the type of residue left, how much pressure was
required, and other risks (fig. 9).

(4) After the initial adhesive removal phase, P2, a second, fresh
application of the same fluid/gel/heat combination was ap-
plied for a standard 15 minutes to half of the cleaned adhe-
sive area, and removal was attempted with a microspatula.
This meant that samples that had adhesive cleaned after
P1 (5 min.) had the remaining adhesive exposed to an ad-
ditional 15 minutes (P2), and that samples cleaned after P1
(45 min.) also had an additional 15 minutes (P2).

(5) After drying, the half of the adhesive sample that had only
been treated with P1 was compared with the half that had
been further treated with P2.
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Fig. 8. Test 1 and 2 fluid experiments.

No adhesive could be removed

Small amounts of adhesive could be removed, high pressure required

Majority of adhesive layer was removed with some solid residue, high pressure required

Majority of adhesive layer was removed with some solid residue, slight pressure required

Majority of adhesive layer was removed with minimal residue, slight pressure required

Majority of adhesive layer was removed with minimal residue, no pressure required

Paper was too wet or the adhesive became too messy to remove, increasing risk of tidelines, adhesive
sinking, and paper fiber damage

Fig. 9. Scale for ease of P1 adhesive removal.
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Observations

At room temperature, the optimal time for adhesive removal
after P1 with each fluid appeared to range between 20 and 30
minutes. The addition of heat accelerated the swelling of the
adhesive so that 5 minutes of P1 with any fluids was adequate
for easy adhesive removal. Given adequate time, all fluids
were able to swell the adhesive enough for removal of the
distinct adhesive layer on top of the substrate, but discolor-
ation remained in the substrate where the adhesive had been,
indicating that some adhesive had sunk into the paper fibers
either on application, during aging, or while being softened.

At room temperature and with heat, continued exposure of
fluid to the adhesive after it became swelled changed adhesive
consistency in ways that affected ease of removability. Several
of the fluids were so successful during P1 that the majority of
the adhesive layer was already removed and P2 was not neces-
sary for further adhesive removal. With some fluids, although
a distinct adhesive layer was no longer present after P1, P2
helped in reducing the residual adhesive discoloration. With
other fluids, P2 was detrimental to the treatment after the
majority of adhesive had already been removed—the sample
rapidly became too wet and potentially damaged with the
additional poultice.

The case of adhesive removal after P1 was observed and rated
on ascale from 0 to 6, and color coded based on the ease of remov-
al from dark red (most difficult to remove) to dark green (easiest
to remove). Where damage occurred due to tide lines, adhesive
sinking, or paper fiber damage, gray was used as the color code
(see fig. 9). These observations are recorded in figure 10.

DI Water, RT
After P1 (5-20 min.), significant amounts of adhesive residue
remained that could not be removed even when pressure was
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applied with a microspatula. P2 swelled remaining adhesive
residue, which could be removed without pressure after
15 minutes. As the majority of adhesive had been removed
after P1 (30, 45 min.), P2 did not further remove significant
amounts of adhesive. No visible tide lines or adhesive sinking
was observed after P2 for all durations.

DI Water, HT

After all application durations of P1, most of the adhesive had
been removed with a microspatula. In all tests with P2, lateral
migration of moisture created tide lines. Especially after P1
(30, 45 min.), the paper was so wet that even light pressure
with a microspatula after P2 could damage paper fibers.

NaCl-Adjusted Water, RT

Significant amounts of adhesive that remained after P1 (5, 10
min.) were not sufficiently swelled after the P2 to be easily
removed. After P1 (15, 20 min.), some amounts of adhesive
residue remained. These were able to be removed after P2 with
slight pressure. Most of the adhesive layer was removed after
P1 (30, 45 min.), and P2 did not further remove significant
amounts of adhesive. After drying, where the adhesive had
been exposed to P1 for durations of 15 minutes or longer, P2
appeared to reduce the discoloration on the substrate left by the
adhesive. No tide lines were observed after P2 for all durations.

NaCl-Adjusted Water, HT

After all application durations of P1, the majority of the
adhesive had been removed with a microspatula. For P1
(5 min.), a small amount of adhesive was further removed
with a microspatula using light pressure after P2. In all other
instances, no significant adhesive layer existed to remove after
P2. After drying, where the adhesive had been exposed to the

NaCl- NaCl-
adjusted | adjusted

water, water,

Fig. 10. Ease of adhesive removal with a microspatula after P1.

Trypsin
solution,
RT
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Fig. 11. Slight reduction in discoloration after P2 (45 min.), on the
left side of sample, from P1 (45 min.), on the right side of the sample,
using NaCl-adjusted water at room temperature.

P1 for durations of 15 minutes or longer, P2 appeared to
reduce the discoloration on the substrate caused by the adhe-
sive (fig. 11). No tide lines were observed after the application
of P2 for all durations.

3% w/v Urea, RT

Small amounts of adhesive residue that could not be removed
after P1 (5, 10 min.) were removed after P2, although pressure
was required to remove areas with heavier adhesive residue.
For P1 (15 min.) samples, remaining adhesive residue was fully
softened with P2 and could be removed easily. As the majority
of adhesive had been removed after P1 (20—45 min.), P2 did not
turther significantly reduce adhesive amounts. After drying,
where the adhesive had been exposed to P1 for durations of
10 minutes or longer, P2 appeared to reduce the discoloration
on the substrate caused by the adhesive. No visible tide lines
were observed after the application of P2 for all durations.

3% w/v Urea, HT

After all application durations of P1, the majority of the
adhesive had been removed with a microspatula, and no sig-
nificant amount of adhesive was further removed with P2.
After drying, where the adhesive had been exposed to P1
(5-20 min.), P2 appeared to reduce the discoloration on the
substrate caused by the adhesive. For samples exposed to P1
(30, 45 min.), P2 did not appear to reduce discoloration on
the substrate. No visible tide lines were observed after the
application of the P2 for all durations.
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3% w/v Citric Acid, RT

Small amounts of adhesive residue that could not be removed
after P1 (5, 10 min.) were removed after P2, although pres-
sure was required to remove areas with heavier adhesive
residue. Adhesive residue left on the samples after P1 (15, 20
min.) were further reduced after P2 with less pressure. For
P1 (5-20 min.), no visible tide lines were observed after P2.
After exposure to P1 (30, 45 min.), the majority of adhesive
had already been removed. In these samples, there was no
significant distinct adhesive layer to remove after P2, and a
faint tide line was visible beyond gel areas after drying.

3% w/v Citric Acid, HT

After all application durations of P1, the majority of the adhe-
sive had been removed with a microspatula, and no significant
adhesive layer existed for removal after P2. Lateral migration
of moisture beyond gel areas was observed for all durations
with P2, resulting in tide lines. Where P1 had been applied
for 15 minutes or longer, the paper was so moist after P2 that
slight pressure with a microspatula could cause fiber damage
(fig. 12). After P1 (30, 45 min.), the adhesive sunk into the
paper, and P2 may have absorbed some of the sunk adhesive
as the substrate appeared slightly less discolored after drying.

Trypsin Solution, RT

Small amounts of adhesive residue that could not be removed
after P1 (5, 10 min.) with the first poultice were removed
after P2, although slight pressure was required to remove
areas with heavier adhesive residue. In all other instances, the
adhesive layer was mostly removed after P1, with negligible

Fig. 12. Fiber damage from overwetting.
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amounts of residue remaining for P2. Lateral spreading of
moisture and/or sinking of adhesive resulting in tide lines
occurred after P2 for all samples.

CONCLUSION

Speed of Adhesive Swelling

At room temperature, adhesive poulticed with DI water and
the NaCl-adjusted water were the slowest to reach a removable
state. Adhesive was difficult to remove until around 20 minutes
and at that point still required high pressure and left significant
residues. At room temperature, citric acid, urea, and trypsin
were easy to remove at around 10-15 minutes, requiring light
or minimal pressure and leaving minimal residues. For all fluids,
the speed of adhesive swelling was significantly increased with
the addition of heat, reducing the necessary poultice duration
down to 5-10 minutes. It should be noted that the length of
time required for swelling the adhesive increases in relation to
the thickness of the adhesive, so the recorded times for these
experiments may not correlate exactly with actual treatments.

Effect of Fluid on Adhesive Consistency and Absorbance in
Gellan Gum

Except with trypsin, adhesive on test samples retained a
mostly cohesive structure (granular or tacky/slippery) even
with prolonged exposure to all room temperature fluids. With
the addition of heat to all fluids, the adhesive became increas-
ingly liquid-like after prolonged poultices. For instance, DI
water at room temperature was the least successtul at solu-
bilizing the adhesive, which even when swelled throughout
remained brittle and granular. With the addition of heat to DI
water, the adhesive began losing its granular consistency after
10 minutes and became increasingly gloppy from 25 minutes
onward. Urea and citric acid improved the rate of solubility
in similar ways, although citric acid appeared to be slightly
more successful at solubilizing the adhesive. It is interest-
ing to note that adhesive exposed to urea took longer to dry
and reharden than with other fluids. Although exposure to
urea may reduce the resolubility of adhesive once it has dried
after poulticing, there is a longer working time for adhesive
removal while it remains softened. Although results between
samples were inconsistent, trypsin was the only fluid capable
of making the adhesive runny at room temperature.

As the duration of gel to adhesive contact increased in Test 1
experiments, the gel became increasingly discolored, indicating
that some solubilized components of the adhesive had been
absorbed by the gel. After prolonged poulticing, significant dis-
coloration in gels at room temperature containing NaCl and
citric acid, as well as where heat was applied, suggest that these
fluids and the addition of heat increase the success of solubi-
lizing components of the adhesive. For Test 1 experiments,
DI water at room temperature resulted in the least adhesive
reduction without mechanical action, and trypsin at room
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temperature resulted in the highest reduction, with heated
citric acid coming in second (fig. 14). In Test 2 experiments,
P2s with NaCl-adjusted water and urea were more successful
than other fluids in reducing the discoloration of the substrate
after the majority of adhesive had been removed in P1. This
suggests that the addition of NaCl or urea may also increase
the success of solubilizing the adhesive, as more of the adhesive
has been absorbed by the gel after poulticing.

Effect of Fluid on Substrate
With both Test 1 and 2 experiments at room temperature,
no harsh wet-dry interfaces or lateral migration of the fluid
occurred with DI water, NaCl-adjusted water, or urea. Lateral
migration of the fluid beyond gel areas occurred with citric
acid at room temperature, as well as with the addition of heat
to other fluids. This suggests that lateral spread of water into
the paper occurs faster and more extensively with heat than
at room temperature, which can increase tide line risks and
damage to paper fiber during mechanical removal of adhesive.
Trypsin also had adverse effects on the substrate—although no
lateral migration of the fluid beyond gel areas was observed,
the fluid and solubilized adhesive penetrated deeply into paper
fibers, resulting in visible tide lines where the gel was placed.
And although minimal tide lines were observed on samples
treated with urea, a noticeable precipitate formed on dried
pieces of gellan gum after use, further suggesting that clearing
is necessary after any direct contact of urea with the substrate.
In some samples for Test 2 experiments with DI water, HT,
citric acid, RT and HT, and trypsin, RT, most of the adhesive
layer was removed after P1. For these samples, P2 was more
likely to make the substrate too wet for safe mechanical manip-
ulation, develop tide lines, or become discolored. More fluid
was introduced to the substrate with less adhesive to absorb the
bulk of the moisture, and it is likely that remaining adhesive
residues after P1 were solubilized during P2 and sank into the
substrate. However, at both room temperature and with heat,
P2s with NaCl-adjusted water and urea reduced the discolor-
ation of the substrate after the majority of adhesive had been
removed in P1, suggesting that these fluids allowed the gel to
absorb small amounts of further-solubilized adhesive residue
rather than depositing them further into the substrate, reduc-
ing the risk of tide lines and improving discoloration.

Ease of Adhesive Removal vs. Risk of Damage

Test 1 and 2 results suggest that in different treatment cir-
cumstances, some fluids may be more suitable than others.
Although more pressure is required during mechanical remov-
al of adhesive in a granular state and less pressure is required
as the adhesive progresses toward the more liquid, runny state,
removal of adhesive at both ends of the spectrum presents pros
and cons. Where the adhesive remains in a more cohesive,
gelatinous state throughout poulticing, such as with DI water
and NaCl-adjusted water at room temperature, there appears
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Eluid Speed of Effect on Adhesive
(in Gellan | Adhesive = Effect on Substrate Additional Comments
) Consistency/Gellan Gum
Gum) Swelling
DI water, Slowly * Remained granular through- | * Pressure mostly required with | ¢ The slowest method tested,
RT swelled, out poulticing mechanical removal may be appropriate for re-
~20 minutes | * Gel became slightly discolored | ¢ Low risk of over-wetting and moval of final residues, when
tidelines overwetting is most likely
DI water, | Softened * Became gloppy after * Minimal pressure required * More prone to tidelines than
HT quickly, prolonged poultices with mechanical removal at room temperature
~5-10 * Began spreading laterally after | » Lateral migration of fluid
minutes 20 minutes beyond gel area
* Gel became more discolored * Risk of over-wetting and
than at room temperature tidelines after prolonged
poulticing
NaCl- Slowly * Remained partially granular * Pressure mostly required with | ¢ Not significantly different
adjusted swelled, throughout poulticing mechanical removal from DI water (RT)
water, RT | ~20 minutes | ¢ Gel became slightly discolored | ¢ Low risk of over-wetting and
tidelines
NaCl- Softened * Became gloppy after * Minimal pressure required * More discoloration in gel
adjusted quickly, prolonged poulticing with mechanical removal indicates more solubilization
water, HT | ~5 minutes * Began spreading laterally * Lateral migration of fluid of adhesive
around 15 minutes beyond gel area
¢ Clung to gel after an hour * Risk of tidelines and adhesive
* Gel became very discolored sinking into paper fibers after
prolonged poulticing
3% Urea, Softened at * Remained partially granular * Slight pressure required with | * May require clearing
RT moderate throughout poulticing mechanical removal * Adhesive retains moisture
pace, * Gel became slightly discolored | * Low risk of over-wetting and after swelling for an extend-
~10 minutes tidelines ed period of time, but will
become less resoluble after
drying
3% Urea, Softened * Became gloppy after * Minimal pressure required * May require clearing
HT quickly, prolonged poulticing with mechanical removal * Adhesive remained swelled
~5 minutes * Easily removed after about 5 * Lateral migration of fluid for an extended period of
minutes beyond gel area time, but will become less
* Gel became slightly discolored | * Slight risk of tidelines resoluble after drying
3% Citric | Softened at * Became tacky/slippery after * Slight pressure required with | * May require clearing
acid, RT moderate prolonged poulticing mechanical removal
pace, ¢ Clung to gel after an hour * Lateral migration of fluid
~15 minutes | * Gel became very discolored beyond gel area
* Risk of tidelines
3% Citric | Softened * Became runny after prolonged | * Minimal pressure required * May require clearing
acid, HT quickly, poulticing, spreading laterally with mechanical removal * Most eftective at solubilizing
~5 minutes * Clung to gel after 1 hour * Lateral migration of fluid the adhesive, but also the
* Gel became very discolored beyond gel area most risks
* Risk of tidelines, over-wetting,
and adhesive sinking
Trypsin, Softened at * Some areas became almost e Slight pressure required with | ¢ Only fluid at room tempera-
RT moderate runny after prolonged mechanical removal ture to significantly solubilize
pace, poulticing * Risk of tidelines, over-wetting, the adhesive
~10-15 * Gel absorbed some adhesive and adhesive sinking * May require clearing
minutes after 1 hour * Gellan gum may have impact-
* Gel became slightly discolored ed mobility of enzymes

Fig. 13. Summary of fluid experiments.
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Fig. 14. Comparison of adhesive reduction after Test 1 experiments (clockwise): control; DI water, RT; trypsin, RT; and citric acid, HT

to be less risk of adhesive sinking, lateral migration of the fluid
resulting in tide lines, or risk of damage to paper fibers through
overwetting in combination with mechanical removal. As
such, although more pressure is required when using these
fluids, they may be preferable for working with thinner layers
of adhesive, as well as with substrates that are heat or water
sensitive, or have poor wet strength.

Urea, citric acid, and trypsin at room temperatures, and
the addition of heat to all fluids, were more successful at
solubilizing the adhesive and rendering it to a more liquid
state. This makes the adhesive easier to remove mechanically
with little to no pressure on the spatula, reducing the risk
of paper fiber disruption. As the adhesive became gloppy,
it became possible to gently wipe away the adhesive rather
than using a scraping motion. However, the more solubilized
the adhesive, the more risks of tide lines and adhesive sink-
ing. Furthermore, when the adhesive became too runny, as
with prolonged exposure to citric acid with the addition of
heat, mechanical removal became more challenging, as the
adhesive smeared into the substrate very easily. Although less

pressure is required with the addition of heat or when using
urea, citric acid, and trypsin, they may be preferable for work-
ing with thicker layers of adhesive, as well as with substrates
that are more highly sized or less hydrophilic.

Although no single fluid excelled above all others with con-
sideration to different treatment circumstances, experimental
results have guided the formation of a fluid selection approach
when removing animal glue. Poulticing with DI water should be
tested first to see if water alone is sufficient to swell the adhesive.
If the adhesive is not sufficiently swelled and the substrate is not
heat sensitive or severely degraded, the addition of heat should
then be considered. The tests confirm that heat will dramatically
speed the softening process and reduce the need for mechanical
manipulation. However, the conservator should keep in mind
that heat will also increase the risk of tide lines and adhesive
sinking, especially when used on residual adhesive.

When removing particularly heavy adhesive layers, using one
of the faster working, heated fluids is most expedient—heated
citric acid was the fastest. If heat cannot be used on the treat-
ment, urea and citric acid should be tested, as they were the most
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successful poultices at room temperature.” To prevent urea or
citric acid from contacting the substrate and leaving potentially
harmful residues, room temperature NaCl-adjusted water may
be used to remove the final adhesive layer. Removing the final
adhesive layer and adhesive that has sunk into the paper requires
a slower acting fluid—NaCl-adjusted water was seen as the best
option for that because it was slow and the gel was discolored,
implying that it drew more adhesive out of the paper than did
DI water. The sodium component may also help in neutralizing
citric acid residues in the substrate. These fluids, used in com-
bination, should maximize efficiency of bulk adhesive removal
while providing the safest and most complete cleaning option
for the residual adhesive layer.

Through the fluid experiments, it became clear that
mechanical removal is necessary to successfully reduce animal
glue softened with each of the tested fluids in gellan gum.
The next step in experimentation would be to test differ-
ent delivery methods to see if there are application methods
where the solubilized adhesive is more successfully absorbed
into the delivery method, therefore requiring less mechani-
cal action. Sequentially applying heated citric acid and room
temperature NaCl-adjusted water in gellan gum was the most
successful for removing heavy adhesive layers on flat paper in
the fluid experiments. To maximize the efficacy of this com-
bination, further examination of the fluid’s delivery method,
as well as working on the sculptural form of a book spine,
is needed. As such, delivery method experiments should be
tested on bound samples to determine the success of each
delivery method on a three-dimensional surface.

FURTHER STUDY: TESTING OF DELIVERY METHODS

Although further studies could not be undertaken at this
time due to the Covid-19 pandemic, future testing of deliv-
ery methods will optimize the ease of adhesive removal
and reduce risk of damage to the substrate during adhesive
removal. These risks, identified during the fluid experiments,
include adhesive sinking, tide lines, and paper fiber damage
caused by overwetting in combination with mechanical
action. Clearing of potential residues from the adhesive
removal process will also be examined.

Bound samples for experimentation with delivery meth-
ods were prepared using the same paper and animal glue and
then aged at the Library of Congress at the same time as the
flat fluid experimentation samples (fig. 15). As the limited
quantity of bound samples and time constraints make testing
of delivery methods in combination with each of the fluids
from the fluid experiments impractical, fluid choices for this
part of the experiment will be narrowed down to DI water
and citric acid. DI water was selected because it is the most
common and routine poultice fluid for animal glue removal.
Citric acid was selected because it was the most successful in
the fluid experiments for reducing thick adhesive layers.

209

Fig. 15. Bound samples before (left) and after (right) accelerated aging.

Delivery methods currently considered for testing include
wheat starch paste, methyl cellulose, rigid gels including
low acyl gellan gum, agarose, and Nanorestore Peggy 6, and
application of a neat solvent by brush. Although wheat starch
paste and methyl cellulose are perhaps the most commonly
used poultice materials for spine adhesive removal, the range
of fluids that can be incorporated into paste is limited, and
methyl cellulose may sometimes be too wet, risking tide lines
and overwetting the substrate. The use of rigid gels including
gellan gum, agarose, and Peggy 6 are particularly appealing
for cleaning treatments, as they absorb solubilized degrada-
tion products into the gel network via capillary action so that
theoretically no mechanical action is required (Hughes and
Sullivan 2016). Reduction of mechanical action during spine
adhesive removal would reduce risk of spine fold damage,
especially if the text block paper is deteriorated or has poor
wet strength. Peggy 6, a poly(vinyl) alcohol gel, is of particu-
lar interest for spine adhesive removal, being flexible and
elastic with good adherence to very rough and irregular sur-
faces, as well as stable at high temperatures. Both Erickson
(pers. comm., November 22, 2018) and Khan (pers. comm.,
January 1, 2019) recommended application of urea and citric
acid by brush in combination with mechanical action using
a microspatula or swab for animal glue removal, noting that
these two fluids work on the surface of the adhesive.

In combination with the results of the fluid experiments,
delivery method experiments should provide conservators with
direct comparisons between these materials and techniques that
should help the conservator predict potential treatment issues
and results during removal of animal glue on book spines.
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Appendix 1. Fluid Suppliers and Cost Comparisons

Fluid Supplier List Price Cost/L
DI water Northwestern University Libraries N/A N/A
Conservation Lab
NaCl, CAS 7647-14-5 (ACS Calbiochem, via Sigma Aldrich $34.20/500 g For a conductivity of approximately

reagent grade)
Trypsin T0O303

Urea 99.5% for analysis

Sigma Aldrich

Citric acid monohydrate Sigma Aldrich

Acron Organics, via Fisher Scientific

2.6 mS/cm?, $0.068/L
$125/g For 0.033 g/L, $4.125/L
$52.15/1 kg For a 3% solution, $1.56/L

$75.5/1 kg For a 3% solution, $2.265/L

Appendix 2. Recipes for Fluid Experiments

Fluid 2% Gellan Gum Recipe

Cooking Instructions/Additional Notes

e 100 mL DI water
e 0.04 g calcium acetate
e 2 g gellan gum

e 100 mL DI water

e 0.04 g calcium acetate
e 0.1 g NaCl

e 2 g gellan gum

e 100 mL DI water, divided
e 0.04 g calcium acetate

e 3 gurea

e 2 g gellan gum

DI water

NaCl- adjusted water

3% wl/v urea

Dissolve the calcium acetate in DI water. Add the gellan gum to the water while
whisking. Heat in the microwave until fully dissolved. Pour into a tray to cool and set.

Follow the preceding instructions, dissolving NaCl in the DI water before adding in the
gellan gum.

Dissolve urea in 10 mL of DI water and put aside. Prepare gellan gum with the
remaining water as usual. After the gellan gum has been dissolved and removed from
heat, stir in the urea solution. Pour into a tray to cool and set.

3% wl/v citric acid e 100 mL DI water, divided
e 0.04 g calcium acetate
e 3 g citric acid

e 2 g gellan gum

Follow instructions for the urea gellan gum, replacing urea with citric acid. The formed
gel is opaque, white, and more brittle than other gels. The gel feels more like a sponge
than a true gel—when pressure is applied, liquid is expelled from the gel, pooling up at
the top or bottom of the gel.

Trypsin e 100 g DI water adjusted with Dissolve the trypsin in 10 mL of pH-adjusted DI water. Prepare gellan gum with the
calcium hydroxide to pH 7.5, remaining water as usual. After the gellan gum has been dissolved and removed from
divided heat, stir the gel until it cools to 40°C. Stir in the trypsin solution. Pour into a tray to cool

e 0.04 g calcium acetate and set.
e 0.0065 g Trypsin
e 2 g gellan gum
NOTES after Andrew Davis (email to the author, April 30, 2019)

1. During discussions with Fenella France, chief of the
Preservation Research and Testing Division, France (email
to the author, April 30, 2019) noted that 80°C was a high
temperature, with practices at the Library of Congress
tending toward lower temperatures to reduce generating
samples dissimilar to real-life circumstances. Nevertheless,
a decision was made to continue with these parameters

pointed out that they were what would be used for the
aging of standard Library of Congress ISR/CLASS paper
samples.

2. Although at room temperature trypsin showed the most
success at solubilizing animal glue, it also created the most
tide lines and adhesive sinking, and effective clearing of
enzymes is debated. As such, trypsin is not recommended
except as a last resort.
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Old Master Papers in #57, Frobisher (White)
St Armand, via Talas

330 Morgan Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11211

212-219-0770
https://www.talasonline.com/St-Armand-Old-Master-Papers
Gellan Gum and Ground Hide Glue

Talas

330 Morgan Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11211

212-219-0770

https://www.talasonline.com/

Citric Acid Monohydrate (CAS 5949-29-1) and Trypsin from
Porcine Pancreas (CAS 9002-07-7)

Sigma Aldrich Corp.

St. Louis, MO 63178

800-325-3010

https://www.sigmaaldrich.com/

OmniPur Sodium Chloride (CAS 7647-14-5)

Calbiochem, via Sigma Aldrich Corp.

St. Louis, MO 63178

800-325-3010
https://www.sigmaaldrich.com/catalog/product/mm/77100p?
lang=en&region=US

Urea, 99.5% for Analysis (CAS 57-13-6)

Acros Organics, via Fisher Scientific

300 Industry Dr.

Pittsburgh, PA 15275

724-517-1500
https://www.fishersci.com/shop/products/urea-99-5-analysis-
acros-organics-3/AC140750010

KIMBERLY KWAN

Conservation Fellow
Northwestern University Libraries
Evanston, IL
kimberlykwan831@gmail.com



JULIA POIRIER

The Samaritan Book: A Study of the Wooden Endband Plate Structure

INTRODUCTION

Samaritan texts continue to be studied extensively for
their scriptures; however, relatively little is known about
Samaritan bookbinding history. In recent years, scholarship
on Samaritan binding history has gained momentum, but
much more remains to be fully understood (for a discussion
of the current literature, see Bardenstein [2016] and Poirier
[Forthcoming]).

The development of the codex by the Samaritans cannot
be considered without an awareness of contemporary book-
binding traditions in the Mediterranean region, particularly
Jewish, Byzantine, Islamic and Syriac books. The structural
component of the Samaritan bindings includes the use of
an unsupported link-stitch sewing which owes greatly to
earlier binding traditions from which it developed, namely
the Coptic binding tradition. The Samaritan binding tradi-
tion has evolved and developed independently from others
to create a limp parchment binding which uses unique struc-
tural characteristics for the text block and wooden endband
sewing.

The Samaritan community separated from the larger
Jewish population as early as the fifth century BCE, and
although they share a common history, the liturgical texts and
the letterforms of both the Samaritan and Jewish communi-
ties evolved separately from that date.

Crown (1987, 451) suggests that the Samaritans adopted
the codex structure as early as the third century, but with no
surviving examples of folios from codices before the ninth
century (Crown 2001, 14; Bardenstein 2016, 70), it is diffi-
cult to ascertain an exact date. However, the history of the
Samaritan codex is closely linked to that of the region in
which it was made, the Eastern Mediterranean, or the Levant.
With local Byzantine rule from 476 CE came a large diaspora,
with Samaritans emigrating throughout the empire, as far as
Rome and Sicily in the West and Syria in the East. By this
time, the Byzantines were using parchment codices to write
their scriptures. Their production methods and bookbinding
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technology were already established.! This period was fol-
lowed by Islamic rule from 636 CE after the Early Muslim
conquests under the Rashidun Caliphate, which saw the
Samaritans assimilating the Arabic language (Bardenstein
2016, 67) and eventually incorporating the difterent book-
binding technologies they brought with them.

Throughout their history, the Samaritans were perse-
cuted, leading to the eventual loss of their culture, including
the loss of precious technical information about their book-
making tradition. Although historical Samaritan bindings do
survive, many have been rebound over the centuries, either
during restoration projects or upon entering Western collec-
tions. The small number of Samaritan manuscript collections
which have survived to this day and are available to be studied
in more detail are mainly located in Europe, North America
and Israel, where some manuscripts have survived in both
public and private libraries, whereas others are still owned by
the remaining Samaritan community.

Looking at the small number of surviving Samaritan
manuscripts, it is essential to address the following questions:
What exactly is a Samaritan binding? How can research into
these examples help us advance our knowledge of bookbind-
ing history? How can we better preserve these little-known
structures? This article endeavours to examine a specifically
Samaritan binding structure, which is characteristic of the
Samaritan bookbinding tradition. It is hoped that this research
will contribute to future efforts to identify and classify these
interesting historical structures.

PRE-16TH-CENTURY PARCHMENT PENTATEUCH

Historical Bindings

The earliest extant Samaritan manuscripts preserved in
a codex form date to the 9th century (Crown 2001, 14,
Bardenstein 2016, 70), with the earliest surviving full copies
dated to the early 12th century (Cambridge University
Library CUL Add.1846 is believed to be the earliest Samaritan
codex dating to the early 12th century, no later than 1149).
These manuscripts are all copies of the Samaritan Pentateuch
and were handwritten onto prepared parchment quires by
Samaritan scribes who were also bookbinders (Crown 2001,
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Fig. 1. CBL Heb 751. Large format manuscript with extensive parchment repairs, (H) 356 X (W) 330 X (D) 120 mm. Before conservation. © The

Trustees of the Chester Beatty Library.

329). These manuscripts were often large and heavy with a
characteristic squarish format (fig. 1), although there are also
smaller copies (fig. 2), which may suggest a range of usage
from personal to ceremonial. In the early 16th century, the
parchment Pentateuch stopped being produced for reasons
that will be discussed later in this article.

Samaritan bookbinding and manuscript production was
evidently well established by the 12th century. However, only
asmall number of these early codex manuscripts preserve evi-
dence of a historical—or perhaps original—binding structure.
Three manuscripts, of which two are extant, Dibner Library,
MSS 001674 B (13th century CE, Pentateuch, Smithsonian
Libraries, Washington) and Haverford RH 22 (14th century
CE, Pentateuch, The J. Rendel Harris collection, Haverford)
(fig. 3), and one preserved in the form of a drawing by Mary
Eliza Rogers (fig. 4), are—in the author’s opinion—the earli-
est examples of original Samaritan binding structures. To this
list can be added BnF Samaritain 1 (undated, Pentateuch,
Bibliotheéque nationale de France, Paris) (fig. 5). The manu-
script was rebound and repaired in the 17th century prior
to the sale that eventually brought it to collection of the
Bibliotheéque nationale de France (BnF) (Rothschild 1985);
however, the binding style is similar and will help draw com-
parisons with the earlier examples.

The drawing by Mary Eliza Rogers represents a Samaritan
parchment Pentateuch binding she was shown in Nablus,
Palestine. The drawing, which was made in 1856, is the
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oldest known reference to this binding style (Rogers 1868;
Bardenstein 2016; Poirier, Forthcoming). Rogers describes
the binding as using a “strong cord or twist . . . [the spine
was]| strengthened by two rather clumsy blocks of polished
walnut tree wood ... [and each block was]| pierced with 6
holes through which the cords were passed and neatly
secured.” The binding she describes and draws is nearly
identical to that of BnF Samaritain 1 and exhibits features in
common with Smithsonian MSS 001674 B and Haverford
RH 22.

Sewing Structure

With close observations of BnF Samaritain 1 and the pre-
ceding manuscripts, the Samaritan codex sewing can be
described as follows. The Samaritan sewing style uses an
unsupported link-stitch and the use of an integrated wooden
plate at the head and tail of the spine to create an integral
endband. The thread used on BnF Samaritain 1 is a thick
oft-white thread and is consistent with Rogers’ description.?
Both Smithsonian MSS 001674 B and Haverford RH 22 have
also been sewn with a thick off-white thread using an unsup-
ported link-stitch sewing.

The sewing uses a single length of thread which links the
quires of the text block at between three and five stations.
The integrated wooden plates act primarily as endband cores
and secondly as spine stiffeners to ensure the spine profile
remains flat. The wooden plates are therefore part of both the
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Fig. 2. CBL Heb 753.5. Small format bifolio of the Samaritan Pentateuch. © The Trustees of the Chester Beatty Library.

text block sewing and the endband sewing (Génévois 1974,
Crown 1987 and Szirmai, 1999, 6). The wooden plates are
slightly wider than the text block by a few millimetres to a
centimetre on either side, and their height is equal to the dis-
tance between the head or tail and the first sewing station.

The first stage of sewing the quires and wooden plates
together (fig. 6) starts with a length of thread inside the quire
at the first station. The thread attaches the first and the second
quires together with a figure of eight movement. When the
thread reaches the last sewing station of the second quire, it

Fig. 3. Haverford RH 22. Spine profile of manuscript. Courtesy of Quaker & Special Collections, Haverford College, Haverford, PA.
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Fig. 4. Drawings by Mary Eliza Rogers of a Samaritan binding,
published in 1868.

is taken around the wooden plate, over the edge of the text
block, and back inside the quire to emerge at the same sewing
station. The thread then drops down to the first quire and
enters the sewing station to loop over the wooden plate and
re-enter at the same point. The thread then repeats this sewing
pattern around the centre of the first and second quires and
around the wooden plate on the opposite side of the spine.
Before entering the third quire, the thread hooks under-
neath the sewing threads linking the first and second quires
to form a link. The thread is taken around the wooden plate,
emerging from the same station, and from then on, the thread
goes across one quire at a time, using a link-stitch to join with
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the quire below. There is no linking at the first and last stations,
only a loop around the wooden endband plate. This sewing
pattern is a combination of overhead long-stitches on the
wooden plates and link-stitches in the centre of the text block.

At this stage of sewing, the wooden plates are loosely held
in place; however, they could fall and be lost through han-
dling (fig. 7). The secondary twining threads seen on the back
of the plates are therefore structural as they tighten the pri-
mary endband sewing around the wooden plates. Using the
same thread that was used for the sewing of the text block, the
thread is twined, creating a chevron around the weft formed
by the long-stitch on the wooden plates.

In the Smithsonian manuscript, the sewing thread is
extended at either end of the spine by threads looping around
each quire at the head and tail, but no wooden plates or twining
have survived. Haverford RH 22 also preserves an unsupport-
ed link-stitch sewing structure which is in poor condition. It
retains evidence of the weft thread created around the wooden
plate, as well as twined chevron, but only one wooden plate.

The wooden plates were prepared prior to binding
with two or three sets of drilled holes on either side. BnF
Samaritain 1 features a chevron pattern formed by weaving
the sewing thread through the weft threads on the wooden
plates. The thread twines down the front of the wooden piece
and exits through a hole; it moves along the spine behind
the wood and re-enters the next hole along before twining
around the weft, over the spine (figs. 8, 9). This square move-
ment of the needle uses four passages of thread to obtain a
chevron along the width of the spine and creates a buildup
of threads alongside the spine between the drilled holes. On
BnF Samaritain 1, the twining on the wooden plates created
chevrons which are parallel to each other (see fig. 5).

Fig. 5. BnF Samaritain 1. Spine profile of manuscript showing the wooden plates at head and tail, and the card liner in the centre. Courtesy of the

Bibliothéque nationale de France.
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Fig. 6. Diagram of sewing incorporating the wooden plates. Drawing by the author.

The twining on the wooden plates forms a V-shape chev- there is no evidence to determine whether the twining
ron in two examples (Haverford and Rogers), whereas in styles (V-shape or parallel) and the number of holes on the
BnF Samaritain 1, it forms two parallel chevrons. As yet, wooden plates (four or six) are linked to specific locations,

binders or time periods. However, this initial examination
is useful as we start describing and categorising individual
features.

S

D e

Fig. 7. Detail of the endband on book model after integral sewing is Fig. 8. Diagram of secondary endband sewing. Drawing by the
complete. author.
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Fig. 9. Detail of secondary endband sewing on book model.

The wooden plate on Haverford RH 22 is a smooth
and polished dark wood. It is similar in style to that of
JER NLI Sam. 81=1 (15th century CE, Pentateuch, The
National Library of Israel, Jerusalem) (fig. 10), and pos-
sibly to Rogers’ drawing, although she mentions walnut
wood, which is not the case for the Haverford manu-
script. These three bindings show wooden plates with
three sets of holes on either side. The plates are smoothed
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and polished and their production appears to be refined,
whereas in BNF Samaritain 1, the wooden plates seem
to be shaped in a slightly coarser manner with only two
sets of holes at either side. This could suggest an earlier
period of manufacture.

Finally, a tertiary endband is formed using a length of
thread wrapped several times around the top of each wooden
support where it meets the spine. This is tied off, further
securing the wooden plate to the text block sewing and fin-
ishing the endband.

The binding was considered complete at this stage, and
these structures were left unprotected by boards or covering
materials. This process is likely to be an insight into earlier
Samaritan binding traditions.

An Adhesive-Free Limp Structure

The Samaritan parchment Pentateuch bindings are likely to
have been non-adhesive structures (Poirier, Forthcoming).
A patina created from dust and handling as well as dirt is
commonly observed on the exposed spine of these manu-
scripts and is not present underneath the wooden plates.
Rogers makes some comments about the lack of glue or
paste being used in the example she was shown. With no
adhesive evidence on the parchment spine-folds of extant
manuscripts, it is unlikely that a spine lining or a leath-
er covering were ever directly adhered to the text block
(Poirier, Forthcoming). The lack of clear board attach-
ment options, combined with the fact that the uppermost
folio of the first quire seems to be left completely blank
(Poirier, Forthcoming) (see fig. 1) on many examples, sug-
gests that these blank folios acted as a protective cover for
the manuscripts and that these bindings never had rigid
boards (Rogers 1868; Poirier, Forthcoming). However, as
parchment requires applied pressure to avoid extensive
distortion through changes in environmental conditions,
the use of heavy boards, toggles, straps and clasps is often
expected on such bindings. Nevertheless, there is no evi-
dence of such features in these Samaritan bindings.

Fig. 10. JER NLI Sam. 81=1. Spine profile showing integrated wooden plates at head and tail. Courtesy of the National Library of Israel,

Jerusalem.

BPG2020-Poirier.indd 217

4/13/21 12:51 F’M‘ ‘



218

It must be considered that it is not known exactly how
these manuscripts were kept. The common practice for pro-
tecting Samaritan Torah scrolls used for ceremonies was to
wrap them in cloth and store them in wooden or metal con-
tainers (Yaniv 2000). It is well documented that holy texts and
precious Samaritan manuscripts were stored using a similar
method of wrapping with cloth (Crown 2001, 347). Wrapping
those codices in cloth would provide some protection from
their environment and is still a common practice today within
the Samaritan community.®> An additional storage system may
have provided further protection to the parchment text block,
such as wooden or metal boxes. Only a handful of manu-
script boxes, or oren in Samaritan, have been mentioned in
the literature to this date (Crown 2001, 351-54). Oren is the
technical name for the box in which a codex was stored, but it
could also refer to a collective noun for boards. These boxes
may have only been used sporadically or have been separated
from their manuscripts over time, hence a lack of evidence.

Nonetheless, the sole protection of the parchment text
blocks with a cloth wrapping could explain why these manu-
scripts have suffered damage, and were frequently rebound
whether in the Levant or upon entering Western collections.

REBINDINGS AND REPAIRS

The Samaritan parchment Pentateuch manuscripts, often in
poor condition for reasons explored earlier, were frequently
subject to repairs or rebindings by Samaritan bookbinders.
The need to repair these manuscripts indicates that these
books were valued and perhaps still used centuries after they
were initially created. Repairs may have been carried out as
a pious act to preserve a holy text or simply to prepare these
items for sale. However, the specific binding style selected for
repair can act as a window to the past and give clues as to these
manuscripts’ historical binding structures.

17th-Century Rebinding

The two parchment Pentateuch manuscripts, BnF Samaritain
1 (undated, Pentateuch, Bibliothéque nationale de France,
Paris) (see fig. 5) and BnF Samaritain 5 (13th century CE,
Pentateuch, Bibliotheque nationale de France, Paris), were
rebound and repaired in the 1620s (Rothschild 1985). The
two text blocks were sewn using the wooden endband
structure described previously with one notable difference:
the thread used to sew BnF Samaritain 1 is a thick off-white
thread and dark wooden plates which look like they have
been hand shaped, whereas on BnF Samaritain 5, a 3-mm
woven tape has been used to resew the text block and thin
light-coloured wooden plates have been used. Although the
characteristic twinning on the spine is present, the chevron
directions could not be determined, as the leather spine
obstructed visual access. The difference in material used for
these two rebindings is interesting because this work was
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probably carried out by the same binder, as described in the
following paragraph. This could suggest that the binder was
using a combination of 17th-century materials, as well as
some elements reused from previous bindings.

Both manuscripts were bound using the wooden endband
structure but were then given red leather covers, with the addi-
tion of sewing cords attached around a card liner to the existing
unsupported sewing structure to allow a laced-in board attach-
ment through pasteboards and the inclusion of endpapers and
13th-century medieval parchment guards (Rothschild 1985,
36) which were not pasted onto the inner boards. This Western
binding style appears to be a modification that the 17th-centu-
ry Samaritan binder used on these Pentateuch codices whilst
keeping the integral sewing and the wooden plates at the head
and tail. The reasons for these modifications are unclear but
suggest a hybrid binding technique incorporating an older
binding tradition and a contemporary Western influence.

19th- and 20th-Century Rebinding

This tradition of rebinding parchment Pentateuch using the
wooden endband structure seems to continue in the 19th and
20th centuries. CBL Heb 752 and JER NLI Sam. 81=1 have
undergone full rebinding of the parchment quires including
the resewing of the text block between the mid-19th century
and early 20th century.

CBL Heb 752 (14th century CE, Pentateuch, Chester
Beatty, Dublin) (fig. 11) was purchased in the 1920s by Sir
Alfred Chester Beatty, through his Near Eastern manuscript
adviser, Dr Abraham Yahuda, based in Cairo. There are sev-
eral sale deeds recorded throughout the manuscript. Some of
them date from the late 15th century and two from the 19th
century, one dated 1890 and the other one dated 4 March 1891.
This information combined with thread remnants (bright red
tie-downs and a thick off-white sewing thread) found in the
manuscript suggest that the sewing of the wooden endband
plate structure was at least the third resewing of this manu-
script. The author suggests that the manuscript was rebound
between 1890 and Chester Beatty’s purchase in the 1920s.

JER NLI Sam. 81=1 (15th century CE, Pentateuch, The
National Library of Israel, Jerusalem) (see fig. 10) displays a
similar list of purchase dates at the end of the manuscript.
One date of 1865 and the other of 1893 suggest a rebinding
date in the late 19th century.

The sewing of CBL Heb 752 and JER NLI Sam.81=1
follows the sewing pattern of BnF Samaritain 1. The sewing
threads of both bindings are brightly coloured and of medium
thickness. Although no analysis was carried out, this may sug-
gest the use of a synthetic dyestuff.

The varying quality of the selected wood and the difterent
levels of attention to detail in the preparation of the wooden
plates suggests that JER NLI Sam. 81=1 possibly reused original
plates (these wooden plates are very close in style to Haverford
RH 22 and Rogers’ drawing), whereas in the case of CBL Heb
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Fig. 11. CBL Heb 752. Spine profile showing integrated wooden
plates at head and tail. Before conservation. © The Trustees of the
Chester Beatty Library.

752, newly manufactured plates were used. There is a lack of
understanding of the details in CBL Heb 752 (see fig. 11), which
can be seen from the presence of unnecessary extra holes and
uneven shaping of the wood when the plates were prepared.

Various degrees of dexterity are observed with the twining
on the plates as well; CBL Heb 752 appears to be rushed (see
fig. 11), whereas JER NLI Sam. 81=1 has a neater but not exact
finish (see fig. 10). The uneven twining of the chevron on the
wooden plates are indications either that hand skills were lost
over time or the binders adapted their methods in favour of a
less time-consuming binding process. However, it seems note-
worthy that through the centuries, a decision has been made to
retain the wooden endplate structure during the rebinding of
larger Samaritan parchment manuscripts.

Rebinding of parchment Pentateuch in Islamic structures are
also known and can be seen in CW2478a and CW2484 (both
15th century CE, Pentateuch, Chamberlain Warren Collection,
Michigan State University Library) and NYPLMs. Heb. 228
(13th century CE, Pentateuch, New York Public Library). Due
to their size, smaller parchment manuscripts were probably
more commonly rebound in Islamic binding structures, possibly
losing earlier wooden plates during the restoration process. One
such example, Gaster Ms 1133 (14th century CE, Pentateuch,
The John Rylands Library, The University of Manchester), has
retained—or was given—new wooden plates at the head and tail
underneath the new leather cover.

PAPER TEXT BLOCKS FROM THE 14TH TO 20TH
CENTURIES

Adoption of Paper as a Writing Support

From the 14th to the end of the 15th centuries, a drastic shift
occurred in Samaritan book production. Parchment, which
had been employed since at least the 9th century by the
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Samaritans (Crown 2001, 14; Bardenstein 2016, 70), started
to be replaced with paper. The shift from parchment to paper
is radical: the medieval parchment Pentateuch, large or small,
disappeared from production by the mid-16th century.

Crown suggests that the earliest known Samaritan liturgical
paper manuscripts date from the early 14th century (Crown
1994, 74) and were made using Islamic paper. Although Crown
acknowledges that there may be earlier paper fragments in
collections such as the Cairo Geniza, this statement seems to
remain valid for most 15th-century paper manuscripts.

The Samaritan settlements were on the trade route
between Damascus and Cairo, both centres of paper produc-
tion from the early 10th century and the centre of Samaritan
diaspora communities. Paper was undoubtedly available.
Therefore, the adoption of paper at such a late date for the
region, in the 14th century, could be explained either by a
religious preference for parchment over paper or because
within the Mamluk empire (1250-1517), paper remained an
expensive commodity (Bloom 2017), which the Samaritan
community could not afford. With the import of cheaper
Italian paper (Bloom 2001, 56) from the late 14th century, the
fall of the Mamluk empire in the early 16th century, and the
return of the Samaritan diaspora from important centres of
book production such as Damascus and Cairo, it is possible
that paper was made more widely available to the community
and therefore largely adopted from then on (fig. 12).

Adoption of Islamic Bookbinding Structure

This shift to paper from parchment as the primary writ-
ing support also coincides with the adoption of the Islamic
bookbinding structure for book production. It is clear that
all aspects of Islamic bookbinding were adopted by the
Samaritans over a short time: page preparation such as sizing
and burnishing paper before applying the ink, the link-stitch
sewn text block, the use of pasteboards as binding boards, the
presence of an envelope flap extending from the lower board,
the use of a textile spine lining for the board attachment,
and the full leather covering with or without tooling were
all adopted. However, no extant study of Samaritan “Islamic”
style bindings has been carried out to date, and the differ-
ences and similarities between the two traditions remain to
be studied.

Simplified Wooden Endband Plate

Samaritan bookbinders started using the Islamic-style chevron
patterned endbands on leather cores at the head and tail of their
paper manuscripts, as was typical of the Islamic bookbinding
tradition. However, in some cases, instead of using the char-
acteristic chevron endbands, the bookbinders used a different
endband structure. This endband was made of a thin wooden
plate sewn at the head and tail along the spine of the text block
to form an endband core. This form of endband is by no
means common on Samaritan bindings, but it is encountered
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Fig. 12. CBL Heb 755. Partial 17th-century paper Pentateuch manuscript. © The Trustees of the Chester Beatty Library.

periodically across different collections and time periods. The
author knows of nine bindings from the 19th to the 20th cen-
tury displaying this endband style (fig. 13).

Much like the wooden endband plate discussed earlier, this
wooden plate appears to act both as an endband core and spine
stiffener. However, they are not integral to the unsupported
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link-stitch sewing of the paper text block and are sewn inde-
pendently. The plates are sometimes glued directly onto the
spine before sewing (Bardenstein 2016) or sewn through a tex-
tile spine lining as seen on JER NLI Sam. 81=2 (20th century
CE, Pentateuch, The National Library of Israel, Jerusalem)
(fig.14), which gives the endband sewing some stability.
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Date of Manuscript shelfmark Text/material Endband Holes per Twining Possible binding date
manuscript wooden
plate
Unknown Mary Eliza Roger's drawing  Pentateuch/ Parchment Integral 6 3 rows, V chevron Original or prior to 17th century
Undated BnF Samaritain 1 Pentateuch/ Parchment ~ Integral 4 2 rows, parallel chevron 17th century at the latest with possible contemporary
1 (wood)
13th Century CBL Heb 751 Pentateuch/ Parchment ~ N/A N/A N/A N/A
ithsonian MSS 001674 B P h/ Parchment ~ N/A N/A N/A Possibly contemporary elements (sewing thread)
14th century CBL Heb 752 Pentateuch/ Parchment  Integral Over 15 (only 1 row, no chevron formed Late 19th century to early 20th century
5 and 2 holes
used
respectively)
Haverford RH 22 Pentateuch/ Parchment  Integral 6 1 row still preserved, V Possibly contemporary elements (sewing thread and wood)
chevron
Gaster MS 1133 Pentateuch/ Parchment  Separate wooden No access No access 20th century spine repair on Islamic binding, possibly
dband porary el (wood)
15th century Sassoon Ms 404 Pentateuch/ Parchment  Separate wooden 0 1 row, no chevron formed 19th or 20th centuries
BnF Samaritain 5 Pentateuch/ Integral 6 2 rows, chevron formed 17th century at the latest
Parchment
BnF Samaritain 9 Lexicus/ Islamic paper Separate wooden 4 2 rows, chevron formed 17th century at the latest
endband
16th century JER NLI Sam 81=1 Pentateuch/ Parchment  Integral 6 5 rows on plate and 3 on 19th or 20th centuries
the other. No chevron
formed
17th century BnF Samaritain 8 Fragmentary Defter/ Separate wooden 4 2 rows, chevron formed 17th century - Contemporary
Islamic paper dband
18th century CWwW2483 Book of Exodus / Separate wooden 0 0 Late 19th century to early 20th century
Islamic paper endband
CW26349 Menar Marqgah / Separate wooden 0 0 Late 19th century to early 20th century
Western paper endband
CW10311 Book of Leviticus / Separate wooden 0 0 Late 19th century to early 20th century
Islamic paper endband
19th century Gaster MS 805 Pentateuch / Paper Separate wooden 0 0 20th century
20th century JER NLI Sam 81=2 Pentateuch / Paper Separate wooden 4 2 rows, no chevron formed  20th century, possibly older elements (wood)
Gaster MS 2060 Pentateuch / Paper Separate wooden (1] 0 20th century
T
CW2482 Pentateuch / Machine- Separate wooden 0 0 20th century
made paper endband
HUCC Sam MS 42 Prayer book for the Separate wooden 0 0 20th century
Day of Atonement / endband
Machi de paper
Ryl. Sam 28 Samaritan-Arabic Separate wooden 0 0 20th century
glossary / Paper endband

Fig. 13. Table of extant Samaritan manuscripts with wooden plates.

The primary sewing of this Samaritan wooden endband
structure consists of a thread exiting the first quire, looping
around the wooden plate to exit at the same station, before
going up into the second quire and looping over the plate.
This sewing pattern continues until the plate is fully sewn to
the spine, effectively echoing the Islamic primary endband
sewing. Often omitting the secondary sewing on the spine,
the primary is followed directly by the tertiary endband
which uses the same continuous length of thread. The thread
is wrapped a number of times around the wooden supports,
along the spine and around all sides of the plate. The boards
are then built on as is seen in the Islamic bookbinding tra-
dition (Scheper 2015, 100), and the text block is fully or

partially covered with leather, paper or cloth, only showing
the very edge of the wooden plate and endband threads.

In BnF Samaritain 8 (17th century CE, Fragmentary Defter,
Bibliothéque nationale de France, Paris) and BnF Samaritain 9
(15th century CE, Lexicus, Bibliothéque nationale de France,
Paris) (fig. 15), two paper manuscripts rebound in the 17th
century, the wooden endband plates are sewn onto the text
block independently. A thin woven tape is used in lieu of thread
to sew the wood to the text block. In these cases, the wooden
plates have been predrilled with two sets of holes on either side
of each plate. The same woven tape tightens the thin tape loop-
ing around the wooden plates by forming two chevrons across
the spine through two sets of holes as seen on the parchment

Fig. 14. JER NLI Sam. 81=2. Spine profile showing sewing over a spine lining. Courtesy of the National Library of Israel, Jerusalem.
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Fig. 15. BnF Samaritain 9. Angled profile of the manuscript’s tail,
showing the wooden endband plate and chevron twining. Courtesy
of the Bibliothéque nationale de France.

manuscript bindings. This feature on the outside on the wood
is barely visible underneath the leather spine (see the binding
description for BnF Samaritain 1 and BnF Samaritan 5, which
are similar in style). The wooden plates appear to be thin and
shaped with rounded corners and the woven tape is wrapped
around the wooden plates at the spine to create the tertiary
endband sewing,.

On bindings from the 19th to 20th century, the wooden
plate is much simpler (fig. 16). It is a thin squarish piece of

Fig. 16. Gaster Ms 805. Detail of wooden endband. Courtesy of The
John Rylands Library, The University of Manchester.
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wood, of varying quality and finish with no holes and no
twined chevron across the back. The chevron securing the
wooden plates in place seems to disappear when the protec-
tion given by a full covering is introduced. All wooden plates
found on bindings in the Chamberlain Warren Collection as
described by Bardenstein (2016) have been shaped at the head
and tail to create large central notches for the primary thread
to sit on and reduce movement of the thread. This way of
shaping the wooden plates has not been observed on older
parchment manuscript rebindings. In most cases, a brightly
coloured thread is preferred, and the endband wrapping or
secondary endband remains in use in all known examples.

In some examples (BnF Samaritain 8 and JER NLI Sam.
81=2 [see fig. 14]), the threads of the endband wrapping on
each wooden plate are tied together along the spine rather
than knotting them individually. In her 1856 description of a
Samaritan binding, Rogers (1868) writes, “I was surprised to
find that the mode of finishing off the edges, at the top and
bottom of the back of the book, very nearly resembled the
method now in use” (43). This method in use in the 19th
century most likely refers to the endband wrapping. Rogers’
comment suggests that she has seen other bound books
using the wooden plate endbands and the wrapping at the
head and tail. This wrapping of the plates is a feature which
remains consistent throughout all periods of Samaritan bind-
ing tradition.

One ingenious example from the early 20th century,
HUCC Sam MS 42 (20th century CE Prayer Book from
the Day of Atonement, The Klau Library, Hebrew Union
College, Cincinnati, Ohio), pushes this construction further
by twining a different colored thread through the wrapping, a
chevron-patterned endband is formed at the head and tail of
the text block (Bardenstein 2019).

CONCLUSION

The wooden endband plate binding structure is unique to
the Samaritan manuscript tradition. This binding struc-
ture exhibits a complex sewing pattern which integrates the
wooden plates as part of its construction.

This structure has evolved from its earliest use on parch-
ment manuscripts between the 12th and the early 16th
centuries as an adhesive-free, uncovered binding structure
with spine reinforcement to an endband-only feature with
the introduction of paper manuscripts in the 15th century.
Bookbinders showed an awareness of the book tradition by
replicating this historical binding structure during repairs and
rebindings of parchment Pentateuch manuscripts. Despite
hardship that fell on the community (Montgomery 2006),
this bookbinding tradition has continued to be used well into
the 20th century.

The lack of extant bindings to draw evidence from has
prevented the history of Samaritan bookbinding from
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being written until recent years. The precise origins and
developments of the Samaritan binding structure are still
unknown. However, this research has allowed the author
to take a fascinating dive into early bookbinding pro-
duction. Understanding similarities between Samaritan
bookbinding and influences from early and contemporary
bookbinding traditions of the region—particularly Coptic,
Byzantine and Islamic—can reveal more about this evolv-
ing bookbinding tradition. Continuing this investigation if
and when early Samaritan binding fragments come to light
in the future will in turn bridge a gap in Samaritan binding
history and help to better understand book production in
the Levant.
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NOTES

1. The earliest known Greek codices are Codex Vaticanus (early fourth
century) and Codex Sinaiticus (mid-fourth century). These are large
manuscripts, and although their bindings have not survived, they were
technologically sound to hold together such large quantities of quires.
2. A thick off-white sewing thread remnant was found during conser-
vation of CBL Heb 752.

3. Michigan State University. 2018. Archive 2.0: Imagining the
Michigan State University Israclite Samaritan Scroll Collection as the
Foundation for a Thriving Social Network. https://mcleodm3.com/
wp-content/uploads/2018/10/wide_archive20_whitepaper.pdf

REFERENCES

Bardenstein, Ruth. 2016. “Historical Bindings of the
Chamberlain-Warren Samaritan Collection.” In Suave
Mechanicals, Essays on the History of Bookbinding, vol. 3, edit-
ed by Julia Miller. Ann Arbor, MI: Legacy Press. 62-159.

Bardenstein, Ruth. 2019. “Samaritan Manuscript Bindings
from Four Collections in the United States.” In Suave
Mechanicals, Essays on the History of Bookbinding, vol. 5, edit-
ed by Julia Miller. Ann Arbor, MI: Legacy Press. 30-65.

‘ ‘ BPG2020-Poirier.indd 223

223

Bloom, ]. M. 2001. Paper Before Print: The History and Impact of Paper
in the Islamic World. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press.
Bloom, J. M. 2017. “Papermaking: The Historical Diftusion
of an Ancient Technique.” In Mobilities of Knowledge.
Knowledge and Space 10, edited by H. Jéns, P Meusburger,

and M. Heffernan. Cham: Springer. 51-66.

Crown, Alan D. 1987. “Studies in Samaritan Scribal Practices and
Manuscript History V. Samaritan Bindings: A Chronological
Survey with Reference to Nag Hammadi Techniques.
Bulletin of the John Rylands Library of Manchester 69 (2): 425-91.

Crown, Alan D. 1994. “Samaritan Literature and Its
Manuscripts.” Bulletin of the John Rylands Library 76 (1):21-50.

Crown, Alan D. 2001. Samaritans, Scribes and Manuscripts.
Tubingen: Mohr Siebeck.

Montgomery, J. A. (1907) 2006. The Samaritans, the Earliest
Jewish Sect: Their History, Theology and Literature. Eugene,
OR: Wipf & Stock.

Génévois, A. 1974, “Etudes des reliures et histoire des bib-
liotheques.” In La paléographie hébraique médiévale/[ Colloques
internationaux| du Centre national de la recherche scientifique, no.
547, Paris 11-13 Septembre 1972. Paris: Centre national de
la recherche scientifique. 163-66 et pl. CXIX-CXXXIIL. 96.

Poirier, Julia. Forthcoming (2021). “A short review of on
Samaritan binding practices: A closer look at the wood-
en endband plate structure.” Care and conservation of
manuscripts 17 (Copenhagen, April 2018).

Rogers, Mary E. 1868. “Books and Book-Binding in Syria
and Palestine. Part I and Part IL.” Art Journal 30: 41-43,
113-15.

Rothschild, Jean-Pierre. 1985. Catalogue des Manuscrits
Samaritains. Département des Manuscrits, Bibliotheque
nationale de France BnF.

Scheper, Karin. 2015. The Technique of Islamic Bookbinding:
Methods, Materials and Regional Varieties. Leiden: Brill.

Szirmai, J. A. 1999. The Archaeology of Medieval Bookbinding.
Burlington, VT: Ashgate.

Yaniv, Bracha. 2000. “The Samaritan Torah Case.” In Samaritan
Researches, vol. 5, edited by V. Morabito, Alan D. Crown,
and L. Davey. Sydney: Mandelbaum Publishing. 4.04-4.13.

JULIA POIRIER

Book and Paper Conservator
Chester Beatty

Dublin, Ireland
jpoirier@cbl.ie

4/13/21 12:51 PM‘ ‘



	poirier
	Kwan
	195-211-BPG2020-Kwan

	212-223-BPG2020-Poirier



