
It is possible to tint Japanese repair paper very evenly
by spraying the color on, using one of the mannually
pumped plastic aerosol spray bottles that are found in
every conservation lab. These spray bottles are sold for
under ten dollars by scientific suppliers and other vendors;
some, like the AirMist sprayer, are available in different
sizes. This method works for dyes and diluted acrylics,
though it is important to clean the bottle and particularly
to run clean water through the spray to prevent the mech-
anism from clogging after it dries.

The best results seem to be achieved by spraying the
paper (directing the mist across the surface, from side to
side), with a piece of Hollytex beneath, while it is lying on
a screen and leaving it to air dry. Spraying by this method
avoids the mottling, tidelines, and creases that often form
when the color is applied by brushing or dipping. The bot-
tles can be reused indefinitely but should be dedicated to
this purpose alone.
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