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The talk will recount some of the experiences during
two visits to Czechoslovakia, the Czech Republic, and
Slovakia. In the two-year gap between visits, the political
climate changed radically, as did available resources. The
author worked with conservators at the Narodni Knihova
(the National Library at Prague), the Strahov Monastery,
and the Slovak National Archives in Bratislava. In order
to work effectively within other cultures it is necessary to
understand how the values of those cultures differ from
commonly accepted American ideals and assumptions and
to understand the reasons for the departures. In the end,
the author was able to accomplish many of her goals and
even some things beyond, such as arranging for a Capek
manuscript to be returned to the collection from which it
had been removed. Working effectively required flexibili-
ty and a willingness to seize quickly upon opportunities.
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