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A Simple Tip for Tearing Repair Strips

-Flat, Even and Narrow

Betsy Palmer Eldridge

In short, the technique is to pull the body of the
repair paper from the repair strip and NOT the repair
strip from the body of the repair paper as is commonly
done.

EXPLANATION

There seems to be a natural tendency for right handed
people to work from the right side of a sheet of repair
paper, marking off the width of the strip with dividers,
using a straight edge and a water pen, or brush, or nee-
dle, or knife as desired, and then trying to tear off the
strip from the body of the paper. The result is often not
very satisfactory. The strip breaks apart, is uneven in
width, or is wrinkled with the fibers distorted. Also it is
difticult to tear off very narrow strips that way.

Much better results are obtained if the right handed
person works from the left side of the sheet, marking off,
using a straight edge and pen, and then tearing off or
pulling away the body of the paper from the strip, which
in this case lies protected and supported under the
straight edge. It is important to keep proper pressure on
the straight edge, especially across from the point where
the tear is occuring. The result is feather edged strips
that are flat, even and can be much narrower than other-
wise possible.
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