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CONFERENCE SUBJECTS
Preventive conservation of textiles

Preventive conservation is a discipline which deals with monitoring, reducing or prevention of all harmful influences on historical object. It defines optimal conditions for the place where the historical object is located: temperature, relative humidity and light. It tries to prevent activity of insects, rodents and other pests, bacteria and mould on the object of art. Rooms where object of art is located are monitored as well as conditions for displaying and storage.
Preventive conservation suggests standard methods for storage or transport and gives regulations for quality approach to historical objects and for situations of catastrophe (war, flood, fire, earthquake).

Since textile objects in Croatia are in a very bad state, preventive conservation can reduce damages caused by bad conditions, inappropriate using, storage and displaying of historical textiles.

Cleaning historical textiles

There are several different ways of cleaning historical textiles. If performed badly, they can cause damages on objects of art.

A short resume of cleaning methods will be presented as well the importance of making washing tests before wet cleaning and the example of wet cleaning on tilt surface using blotting paper.
It is also very important to explain the situations when any kind of cleaning should not be performed.
Displaying historical textiles

Inappropriate way of displaying textiles can cause damages: common wooden hangers or badly adjusted mannequins. Sometimes objects made of different materials can be exhibited in the same place and have mutually damaging effect. A large amount of objects exhibited in the same place also presents a problem. There are even cases where exhibited textiles are nailed to a wall.
Because of these experiences several ways of proper displaying of textiles will be shown.
New materials and methods in textile conservation

Foreign experts will introduce some actual projects from their institutions and suggest some ways of solving problems connected to first three subjects.
 INVITED LECTURERS
 Pippa Cruickshank, Conservator of Organic Artefacts, Studio Manager of the Textile and  

                                 Fibres Studio, The British Museum, London, Great Britain

 Bettina Niekamp, Head of the Textile Conservation Workshop, Abegg-Stiftung Foundation,                     

                             Riggisberg,  Switzerland

 Iva Čukman, senior textile conservator, Museum for Arts and Crafts, Zagreb, Croatia

 Želimir Laszlo, conservator-advisor, Museum Documentation Center, Zagreb, Croatia
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