American Textile History Museum
Position Description: Andrew R. Mellon Fellowship, Textile Conservation Center

April 7, 2005
General Description: 

The Andrew R. Mellon Fellowship is a full-time position (37.5 hr. per week) reporting to the Chief Conservator. The position is a six-month fellowship awarded to an individual for the purpose of post-graduate practical and theoretical training in textile conservation. The fellowship may be extended to an additional six months at the option of the TCC. The Fellowship is funded by the Andrew R. Mellon Fellowship endowment administered by the American Textile History Museum and is designed to accomplish the mission of the Textile Conservation Center to train and disseminate knowledge in the field of textile conservation. 

Textile Conservation Center (TCC)

The TCC is a department of the American Textile History Museum (ATHM) located in Lowell, MA. For over twenty-five years the TCC has performed surveys, conservation treatments and offered workshops for the ATHM, national museums, private individuals, collectors, corporations, libraries and government institutions. The TCC is a revenue generating department within the American Textile History Museum. During the six months, the Fellow will learn how to accurately estimate conservation services for clients, work within the estimate and contribute to the revenue of the TCC.

Education and Experience

· Recent graduate from a recognized Master’s level program in conservation or equivalent experience in the textile conservation field. Must have academic background to support position as a Fellow and commitment to the field of conservation.

· Demonstrated knowledge of conservation principles, chemistry, museum practices and a high level of manual skills are required. Knowledge of the structure, fabrication, science and history of textiles made of natural and synthetic fibers is necessary. 

· Use of basic hand tools and electrical tools for opening/closing of crates, building individualized storage containers, etc. 

· Tapestry conservation experience is desirable. 

· Word processing and other computer skills are required.

Specific Examples of Duties:

Under supervision the Mellon Fellow will:

·  Continue their hands-on training performing conservation examinations, treatments, fabrication of custom storage containers and maintaining all records associated with conservation projects
· Assist TCC staff members on conservation projects as assigned

· Assist in the preparation and installation of textiles for exhibitions

· Provide lab support by monitoring supplies and equipment, maintaining laboratory equipment and reporting lab needs to Conservator
· Maintain familiarity with conservation and technical literature

· May conduct research and/or analysis on a topic resulting in a presentation or published paper  
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Desired Characteristics:
· Ability to work with TCC and Museum staff as a member of a team
· Excellent communication skills (verbal and written) 
· Ability to be circumspect regarding clients, their projects and institutional issues

· Curiosity, initiative, and tact

Physical Requirements:
· Ability to sit for long periods of time. 
· Ability to move large textiles weighing up to 40lbs. 
· Ability to climb and work on a ladder. 
· Projects may require travel and overnight trips

Salary and Benefits:

$13,000/6 months or $26, 000/1 year (plus health benefits)
Application:

Applicants must send a letter of interest, curriculum vitae, and three letters of recommendation to:

Vicky Kruckeberg, Director

Textile Conservation Center

American Textile History Museum

491 Dutton Street

Lowell MA 01854

Application Deadline:  May 1, 2005

Preferred start date:  July 1, 2005 (negotiable)
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