Reformatting Discussion Group

The ALA Mid-Winter Meeting for the PARS Reformatting Discussion Group will be held at the Renaissance Seattle Hotel in the Municipal Room on Saturday, January 20th from 1.30 – 3.30 p.m.

It has been almost three years since the Association of Research Libraries (ARL) published the Recognizing Digitization as a Preservation Reformatting Method report.  The Reformatting Discussion Group wishes to host an open forum to discuss how digitization has been incorporated into brittle book replacement and reformatting programs.  Please consider the following questions for discussion:
1. How are brittle materials selected for digitization?  
2. Do your selectors make the decisions to digitize or microfilm or does preservation work with selectors in making reformatting decisions?  
3. Is your preservation staff conducting the bibliographic searching to find reprints or existing microfilm or does your collection staff do this work? 
4. Are weeding and transferring items to storage or special collections, options for brittle books or are these decisions made by selectors at another time such as when they review their collections?
5. Approximately how many brittle items are reformatted digitally each year?  Is this work done in-house or are you employing an outside vendor?
6. Are you digitizing anything that is not in the public domain?  How are you handling copyrighted materials?  Are these scanned and printed on demand?  Are they scanned and stored off-line?
7. What scanning specifications do you have for brittle materials?
8. Are you entering any reformatting/digital information into your MARC record i.e. 583?  What metadata schemes are you using for digitization for preservation purposes?
9. Do you have any plans for migration of digital material?
10. Are demands for reformatting being driven by preservation needs or access needs or both?
11. Does the original get used more or is the surrogate the medium of choice?
12. How does funding play into reformatting decisions?
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