ROSS ATKINSON

Whereas Ross Atkinson, Deputy University Librarian at Cornell University, passed away at the age of 60 on March 8, 2006, after a long and arduous illness;
Whereas he was a universally admired colleague whom many of us in the library profession had respected for many years;
Whereas his library career was devoted to building and strengthening the collections of three great research libraries:  Northwestern (1977-1983), Iowa (1983-1988), and Cornell (1988-2006); 
Whereas his work was ever devoted to collection development as the heart of the library;
Whereas his integrity, good judgment, intellect, and other personal qualities made him a natural collaborator among leaders;  
Whereas one of his last professional contributions was to give a keynote address at the Janus Conference held at Cornell in October 2005, wherein he gave a call to collaboration, cooperation, and partnerships in the future before us;
Where as librarianship as a profession is the poorer for being deprived of his insight and his voice;
Whereas his friend and colleagues, Ann Okerson has written the attached tribute of a life well lived and of a colleague who will be deeply missed;

Be it resolved, therefore, that the American Library Association recognizes and acknowledges the lifetime achievement and contribution to librarianship by Ross Atkinson;
Be it further resolved that the American Library Association expresses and conveys its deep and sincere sympathy to the family, friends, and professional colleagues of Ross Atkinson.

